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. I ntroduction

1. The informd interactive hearings of the Generd Assembly with representatives of
non-governmental  organizations, civil society organizations and the private sector were
held on 23 and 24 June 2005 in New York, in accordance with Generd Assembly
resolutions 59/145 of 17 December 2004, 59/291 of 15 April 2005 and 59/293 of 27 May
2005.

2. The hearings were organized by the Presdent of the Generd Assembly in
consultation with Member States and representatives of non-governmenta  organizations
in conaultative status with the Economic and Socid Council, civil society organizations
and the private sector, as an input to the preparatory process of the High-leve Plenary
Meeting of the Generd Assembly to be held from 14 to 16 September 2005 in New Y ork.

3. The Presdent of the Generd Assembly edablished a task force composed of
representatives of nongovernmenta organizations and civil society networks and the
private sector to assst him in the preparation of the hearings.

4, The hearings were atended by representatives of norgovernmenta organizations
in conaultative status with the Economic and Socid Council, civil society organizations
and the private sector, Member States and observers. Of the 230 representatives of non-
governmental  organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Socid Coundil,
civil society organizations and the private sector invited to participate in the hearings, 134
were from developing countries and 120 were women.

5. The themes for the hearings were based on the comprehensve report of the
Secretary-Generd of 21 March 2005' and the dusters defined therein, as well as on
paragraph 9 of resolution 59/293, by which the Generd Assembly had dso decided that
al issues regading financing for development would be discussed during the hearings.
Accordingly, five interective sessons were held on “Freedom from want — Millennium
Devdopment Goas 1 to7”, “Freedom from want — Millennium Development God 8 and
issues regarding financing for devdopment”; on “Freedom from fear”; “Freedom to live
in dignity”; and “Strengthening the United Nations’. At each sesson, the President was
assisted by amoderator and a rapporteur.
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6. On Thursday morning, 23 June 2005, the hearings were opened a a plenary
meeting of the Generd Assambly by the Presdent of the Assembly. His opening
satement was followed by statements by the Deputy Secretary-Genera and by the
Presdent of the Conference of Nongovernmenta Organizations in  Consultative
Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO).?

7. At the dodng of the hearings on Friday afternoon, 24 June 2005, summaries of
the five interactive sessons were presented by the rapporteurs, followed by a statement
by the Secretary-Generd and a closng daement by the Presdent of the Generd
AssEmbly .

8. The hearings were a higtoricd event, as it provided for the fird time within the
framework of the Generad Assembly, an opportunity for interaction between Member
States and representatives of civil society and the private sector.

II. Keyfindings

9. A number of main messages emer ged from the hearings. Therewasa strong
commitment of NGOs, civil society and the private sector to contribute to making
the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly of September 2005 a
success. Therewas a shared feeling that development, peace and security and
human rights wer e inter connected and that there was a unique opportunity to make
a headway in achieving a mor e prosperous, fair and safer world.

10. A key theme that emerged in all the interactive sessions was the emphasis on
a human rights-based approach to development, peace and security and the need to
elevate human rights within the United Nations. Human rights were binding
obligations on Governments and encompassed political, economic, social and
cultural rights.

11.  Another maor message was that gender equality, empowering women and
protecting the human rights of women, including ensuring access to sexual and
reproductive health and rights and ending violence against women, were
prerequisites for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. The participation
of women in conflict resolution, peace negotiations and peacebuilding was also
crucial. In addition, the draft outcome document of the high-level plenary meeting
of the General Assembly of September 2005° should have given greater attention to
the rights, needs and contributions of groups such as indigenous peoples, persons
discriminated against based on race, persons with disabilities, children, youth and
older people, both in time of peace and during armed conflicts.

2 For the verbatim record of the plenary meeting, see A/59/PV.105.
¥ A/S9/HLPM/CRP.1.



12. Thehearings also sent a strong message on the need to give more attention to
environmental sugtainability, employment and decent work, and universal access to
health care and education as crosscutting issues that are critical to ealizing the
MDGs.

13. MDG 8 on a global partnership was a vital prerequisite for attaining the
other MDGs, but a shift from a market-oriented to a human rights-based approach
was called for in order to achieve the MDGs. The need to challenge the trade
liberalization agenda in the Doha multilateral negotiations and prioritize
development concerns was expressed. There were also strong calls for keeping to
the commitment to devote 0.7 per cent of GNI to official development assistance, for
innovative sources of finance and for ensuring immediate and wide-ranging debt
relief and cancellation. It was fet that the Outcome Document should give greater
attention to the need to enhance democracy and accountability in international
decison making, including through increasing participation of developing countries.

At the same time, the important contribution the private sector could make to the
achievement of the M DGswas underlined.

14.  The need to move towards a culture of prevention of conflict was recognized
by all. The key to preventing conflicts lies in an approach that emphasizes human
security and human rights and addresses the root causes of conflicts. There was a
strong feeling that the Outcome Document should give greater attention to
disarmament and call for a new legal instrument to control the armstrade.

15. An important message was that Member States should recognize the
responsbilities that accompany sovereignty, including a commitment to act to
prevent genocide and massive human rights violations, that is “the responsbility to
protect”.

16. Participation of civil society in the United Nations needed to be strengthened,
including in the General Assembly. Meaningful participation in the proposed
Peacebuilding Commission and Human Rights Council needed to be assured.

17.  There was widespread agreement on the need for a strengthened United
Nations, including the centrality of the General Assembly as the most representative
deliberative policy-making organ of the United Nations, the need to make the
Security Council more democratic, accountable and transparent, and the need to
enhance the role of ECOSOC in ensuring policy coherence. Support was also
widely expressed for a Peacebuilding Commission and for a Human Rights Council
that should build on the valuable work of the Human Rights Commission, including
its special procedures, rapporteursand sub-commissions.

18. Key issues raised on Secretariat reforms included the need for increased
resources and the preservation of the Secretariat’s independence and integrity.

Implementation of gender mainstreaming at all levelswas also stressed.



[11. Interactive sesson on “Freedom from want”
A. INTERACTIVE SESSION ON“ FREEDOM FROM WANT— M DGs1-7”
1. Key cross-cutting themes

19. Many paticipants sad tha the MDGs and the draft outcome document were
rooted in a “market-based, economic-growth” agpproach to development that favours
powerful corporate interests and exacerbates poverty and increases the gap between the
rich and the poor. Instead, development drategies should be based on a human rights
framework given that MDGs are human rights in themsaves and Governments have an
obligation to advance and protect these rights. Paticipants dso emphaszed that the
MDGs are interlinked ard must be addressed in away that is mutudly reinforcing.

20. The hope was expressed that the Outcome Document would recognize the
important contribution the private sector can make to the achievement of the MDGs.
Such contribution depends on the exigence of an environment conducive to the
functioning of a maket economy and domestic and foreign invesment. In such an
environment, business would be motivated to invest not only financid resources, but aso
time and crestivity in achieving the MDGs.

21.  Paticipants in this sesson, as wdl as in dl the other sessons, concurred that
peace and security, human rights and development were inextricably linked and could
only be achieved together. Acceeraing development and meeting people’'s basic needs
would go a long way to improving security. There was some concern that Governments
focus on security was overriding atention to poverty.

22. Humaen rights gender equdity, sexuad and reproductive hedth and rights,
environmentad sudanability and education are cross-cutting issues contributing to
redizing the MDGs. Achieving universd access to primary education underpinned the
success of the MDGs.  Governments must dso strengthen their commitment to secondary
and tertiary education and training. Participants cdled for eiminating school fees and
other barriers that limits access to education, especidly for those who live in poverty.
Paticipants empheszed tha Governments mugt resffirm ther commitment to and
increese efforts to implement the outcomes of al mgor United Nations conferences and
summits on economic, socid, human rights environmentd and reated fidds (Rio de
Janeiro, Vienna, Cairo, Copenhagen, Bejing, Monterrey and Johannesburg and other
conferences).

2. Gender equality

23. Paticipants dressed that ensuring gender equdity, empowering women and
protecting women's human rights were pre-requidte for the achievement of the MDGs.
Some participants found that these issues were not given sufficient emphasis in the Draft
Outcome Document. The find Outcome Document should include dl seven priorities
identified by Millennium Project's Task Force on Education and Gender Equdity:



srengthening opportunities for post-primary education for girls while sSmultaneoudy
meding commitments to universd primay education; guaranteang sexud and
reproductive hedth and rights by ensuring universd access to sexud and reproductive
hedth information, education and services, investing in infrastructure to reduce women's
and girls time burdens, guaranteeing women's and girls property and inheritance rights,
diminaing gender inequdity in employment; increesng women's shae in ndiond
parliaments and loca Government bodies to 30 per cent; and ending violence agang
women. Participants called for drengthening the processes for manstreaming a gender
perspective within the United Nations.

3. Environment

24, Paticipants dressed the importance of environmentd sudtainability for the
redization of the MDGs, recognized the human right to live in a hedthy environment and
pointed out that the Draft Outcome Document fdl short of acknowledging the importance
of environmentd sugtainability, including consumption and production petterns.  Spexific
proposds incuded: increesing efforts to protect biodiversty and ensure hedthy
ecosysems and sustainable forests, maindreaming environmental sudtainability into dl
international and nationa drategies, notably in poverty reduction drategies, recognizing
and accounting for the full vaue of ecosygsem savices in devdopment planning,
including the actud present and future costs of environmenta degradation, and
developing and using better tools for making assessments and caculations of this vaue
devoting a larger shae of rew ODA flows to environmentd sugtanability; and
recommitting to the Rio Dedaaton, paticulaly its precautionary principle,
safeguarding againgt harmful effects of new technologies, such as geneticdly modified
organisms (GMOs) and nano-technologies.

25. Participants recommended grester attention in the Outcome Document to the
issues of water, sanitation and human settlements.  They cdled on Governments to
provide greater support for the Integrated Water Resource Management, a doubling of aid
for water and sanitation by 2010 and an integration of human settlements in development
Srategies.

26.  Increesing agriculturd productivity was considered essentid to achieving poverty
reduction and environmenta sudainability. In light of rurd women's lead role in food
production, Governments should provide greater support for access to microfinance, seed
supplies and technologies to women.  Proposds included: securing access for the rurd
poor to natura resources, acknowledging and improving the role of rurd communities as
dewards of rurd environments, and providing compensaion through payments for
environmental services.

27.  As climate change is one of the gravest threats to the sustainability of the planet’s
environment and the well-being of the poor who depend heavily on natura resources,
paticipants adso agreed with the Secretary-Generd’'s cdl for the establishment of early
warning sysemsfor naturd disasters.



28.  Paticipants recommended inditutiond mechanisms that promote coherence
among locad, national and regiond frameworks that support locad pro-poor and pro-
environment initistives and cdled for the cregtion of a World Environment Organization.
Participants aso recognized the important contribution that the private sector could make
through development and transfer of clean technologies.

4. Health and HIV/AIDS

29. Participants proposed that the Outcome Document cdl for universal access to
hedth care sarvices. Paticipants srongly emphasized the need to ensure universa
access to sexua and reproductive hedth services, information and education by 2015 and
include this target in the MDGs.  Progress in this area is essentid for achieving dl of the
MDGs. With respect to the MDG on maternal hedlth, al women should have access to
skilled care during childbirth, as well asto emergency obgtetric care.

30. The impact of HIV/AIDS is of mgor concern. Its disproportionate impact on
women and girls is leading to a feminization of the dissase. Women and girls cary the
burden of support and care. No efforts must be speared to reverse this trend.

31. By 2010, there must be effective universa access to a continuum of care and
treetment (including psychosocid and economic support), as cdled for in the WHO
Treatment Protocol, to help dl living with HIV/AIDS. Access to antiretrovird drugs
must be ensured. Proper investment in education and information on HIV/AIDS, as well
as paticipation in decisornrmaking by people living with this diseese, was seen as crucid
to prevention efforts.

32. Resources and commitments to fighting AIDS must be incressed to at least $12
billion in 2005 and to $22 hillion by 2007 with 10 per cent of this going towards the
Framework for the Protection, Care and Support of Orphans and Vulnerable Children
Living in A World with HIV and AIDS.

5. Participationand inclusion of particular groups

33. Numerous comments cdled for participation and incluson of particular groups,
epecidly in developing and implementing Srategies to achieve the MDGs.  Participants
emphasized that indigenous peoples play an importat role in deveopment and
environmental preservation. Proposals included:  protecting the rights of indigenous
peoples through a dedicated treaty, such as the Draft Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, recognizing the right of indigenous peoples to sdf-determination,
i.e. independent management of their territories and resources by ther inditutions, and
ther right to sdf government; ensuring environmenta sudanability as the basis of the
locd economy and food security, as wel as opportunities to participate in the market
economy; and recovering and fortifying the loca knowledge, spiritual and rights systems.



34. Locd communities and grassoots organizetions play a key role in the
implementation of MDGs, and should be recognized and supported in ther efforts. The
Outcome Document should include drategies to drengthen ther abilities to develop and
implement development drategies and monitor progress towards the MDGs. It was
recommended that 25 per cent of nationd MDG-related budgets be alocated to
community-based projects and indigenous people to speed up implementation.

35. It was recommended that the rights of persons with disabilities and the need to
engage them in deveopment drategies be addressed in the Outcome Document. Thelr
access to education, employment and hedth services must be ensured, as well as their
indusion in the decisorrmaking process.

36. There were dso cdls for the Outcome Document to acknowledge that youth can
be cregtive agents of change when they ae effectivdy engaged in deveoping,
implementing and monitoring development drategies  Greder investment in capacity
building for youth would be necessary to ensure that they have the skills, knowledge and
ability to be seen, heard, understood and take leadership roles.  Expectation was
expressed that Governments must creste and promote employment and training
opportunities for youth.

37.  One child participant cdled for poverty reduction efforts to target children. She
adso expressed concern over violence againg children in times of war and conflict and
over child labour, especidly in mines and plantations. Children need to be lisgened to
and their views taken into consideration.

38.  The private sector could make a sgnificant contribution towards the achievement
of the MDGs through public-private patnerships that ae equitéble and mutudly
reinforcing for dl partiesinvolved.

39. As an indrument of paticipation and incluson, access to information and
communication technology should be highlighted. The Highlevd Penary Medting of
the Generd Assembly of September 2005 should recognize the need to bridge the “digita
divides’ between the rich and the poor, between developed and developing countries and
between women and men.

B. INTERACTIVE SESSION ON M ILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOAL 8 AND ISSUES
REGARDING FINANCING FOR DEVELOPM ENT?

1. Key cross-cutting themes

40.  Paticipants recognized the link between financing for development and the
atanment of the MDGs and other internationdly agreed development gods of the mgor

United Nations conferences and summitss.  MDG 8 on a globa patnership for
development, which is dso a the centre of the Monterrey Consensus, was a key

prerequidite for the achievement of the other MDGs. In promoting MDG 8, however, the

4 See also A/59/855.



emphasis needed to shift from market-based approaches, which have served to exacerbate
poverty, to a humanrights based approach that places people a the center of
development. Many participants sad tha the Draft Outcome Document should be
srengthened and provide a clear and concrete roadmap for the achievement of the
MDGs.

41. Extreme povety, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, gender inequdity, unfar trade
liberdization, and the persstent indebtedness in many African countries were causes for
particular concern.  Government representatives provided reassurances that Africa would
be the focus of their development efforts.

2. Domestic policy issues

42. Some paticipants noted that public-private partnerships resulted in increased
private control of assets and reduced access of the poor to affordable services and called
for strengthening the public sector to ensure equitable access to basic goods and services.
There were aso cdls for microfinance and rura-development schemes to empower the
poor, improve access to education, water and hedth services and for combating
pandemics such as HIV/AIDS and mdaria

43. The issue of protecting the rights of workers and ensuring adequate socid
protection was raised. It was proposed that an additional development god (“MDG 9”)
be edablished on ensuring productive and decent work and increesng employment
opportunities, which would trandate ILO's four dimendons of decent work -
employment, basc rights a work, socid protection and socid didogue - into targets.
This ds0 requires the right regulatory framework to ensure that the private sector
contributes responsibly to a decent work agenda.

44,  Severd Member States expressed the view that developing countries need to bear
shared responghbility for ther own development through continued efforts to improve
governance and reduce corruption.  This would require cgpacity building and better
access to information, especidly with regard to policies and public expenditures. At the
same time, some representatives pointed to the importance of ownership by developing
countries of their development policies  Multilaterd indtitutions and bilateral donors
should support these efforts by reducing conditionalities.

3. Foreign direct investment

45. Private sector participants and some Member States stressed the importance of the
private sector in generating income and employment to eradicate poverty. Private
invesments, including foreign invesments were the key to sustained growth and
employment generation.  Foreign direct investment was identified as a dgnificant
resource for development, creating wedth, employment, technologicd innovation and
providing a range of other community services. Particular atention was caled to
bureaucratic  difficulties to edablish a busness propety rights and effective
enforcement of contracts and protection of creditor rights.



46.  Some paticipants argued that foreign direct investment often did not bendfit the
poor. Actions of transnationd companies could sometimes be an obgsacle to
devel opment. The importance of ensuring corporate socid responshility and
accountability, including with regard to the rights of workers, was a so stressed.

4. International trade

47. Participants chalenged the focus of many Governments on revitdizing the Doha
trade negotictions. Many detaled the negative impacts of trade liberdization and caled
for a far trade framework in al trade negotiations and called for trade support that is not
a the expense of ad and debt relief. Development concerns must be appropriately
addressed in the course of trangparent and inclusive negotiations leading up to the High-
level Plenary Meeting of the Generd Assembly of September 2005 and the World Trade
Organization Minigerid Meeting in December 2005. Participants supported the cal of
the Secretary-Generd for the provison of duty-free and quotafree market access for dl
exports from the least developed countries. The private sector representative emphasized
the importance of dismantling bariers to South-South trade, from which developing
countries can make even gregter gains.

48.  Paticipants cdled on developed countries to abolish all forms of subsdies that
damage developing countries agriculturd production and markets. They sressed the
importance of fair and stable prices for commodities exported from developing countries.
Suffident flexibility in determining the levd and nature of ther tariffs was seen as
another criticd policy tool for developing countries. Participants lamented  that
developing countries were pressed to liberalize the services sector, especidly essentia
sarvices such as water, energy, health and education, which reduced access to them by
poor people, particulaly women. Developing countries should aso be helped to enhance
their export capacities. Bilaterd and regiona trade agreements should be consgtent with
the outcomes of the UN magor conferences and summits and should promote and protect
human rights. It was proposed that Governments conduct gender reviews and impact
assessments of these agreements to identify and address negative impacts on women.

5. Aid

49. Many participants expressed concern about the current distribution, volume,
trends, effectiveness and conditionaity of aid. Participants resffirmed that the pace of
reaching the 0.7 per cent target should be dragtically accdlerated, if the MDGs are to be
met.

50.  Seved participants supported innovative sources of financing for development. It
was hoped that the proposed new mechanisms, such as the proposed Internationa
Finance Facility (IFF), would generate additiona resources for development by 2015 and
beyond, athough concern was raised that the IFF would not raise additiond money, but
only “frontload” ODA. Without additiond refinancing mechanisms, there would be a
sharp decrease in ODA flows after the year 2015.
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51.  Paticipants argued that debt relief, humanitarian or military assstance should not
be counted as ODA. They consdered the growing gap between military spending and
ODA scanddous. Some Member States pointed out that the growth of ODA, and
progress towards the 0.7 per cent target, had been commendable, particulaly in the
European Union.

6. External debt

52. There was a broad consensus that immediate and wide-ranging debt rdief was
necessary. Severd participants expressed the need for unconditional cancellation of debt.
Recent steps taken by the G-8 to write off $40 hbillion in debt owed by 18 countries,
mainly in Africa, were welcomed. However, it was sressed that debt relief should be
widespread, without negative conditiondities, and not come a the expense of additiona
ad.

7. Systemic issuesand participation

53. Paticipants deplored the continued net trander of financid resources from
developing to developed countries and cdled for efforts to reduce globa imbaances.
They cdled for further enhancement of the participatiion of developing countries and
countries with economies in trangtion in dl internationa economic decisonrmaking and
norm-setting inditutions.  Many dso cdled for greater increased coordination of the
Bretton Woods inditutions and the WTO with and accountability to the United Nations
and its development and human rights agendas.

54, Participants stressed the need for participatory democracy to ensure the rights of
the poor, the oppressed and children. It was aso recommended to achieve grester
representation of women in decison-making bodies a dl levds of government and the
United Nations and to pursue efforts towards the empowerment of women and gender

equdity.
IV. Interactive sesson on “ Freedom from fear”
A. PREVENTIONOF ARMED CONFLICT
1. Key cross-cutting themes

55. Preventing armed conflicts is feasble and chegper and the internationa
community should shift from reecting to pro-actively preventing conflict. States have a
specid responghbility to protect as well as to prevent amed conflict. At the same time,
cvil society and NGOs should play a more prominent role a al leves of conflict
prevention and peece building. Margindized groups should be meaningfully engaged.
Integration of a gender perspective and women's equd paticipation are centrd in al
conflict resolution, peace and security processes.
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56. Emphasis is needed on human security, on respect for human rights and
redlocating military budgets towards development and poverty eradication. The private
sector must dso assume its respongbilities in conflict prevention.  Its capacity to
contribute to post-conflict reconstruction and to adopt transparent and accountable
gpproaches should be maximized. The control of smdl ams and disarmament of
nuclear, biologica and chemicad weagponsis a prerequisite for peace and security.

2. From reaction to prevention

57.  State responses to armed conflict continued to be reactive rather than preventive.

Participants cdled for a paradigm shift towards a culture and strategy to prevent conflict
and build peace. Addressng underlying causes for conflict (through measures such as
peace and human rights education, job creation for youth and improved governance with
the active participation of civil society) is a prerequisite for prevention. The role of civil

society, egpecidly of communities with local knowledge, is crucid. Equdly, there is a
need to drengthen early waning and early response capecities of States and the
community. Member States and civil society representatives undedined that when
prevention faled, human security must take precedence over State security and States
and the United Nations must accept the “responsbility to protect”. There was a cdl for a
strengthened capecity for mediation in the Secretariat.

3. Peacebuilding Commission

58.  Paticipants endorsed the edablishment of a Peacebuilding Commisson.
Paticipants sad tha the Commisson must engage actively with civil society,
paticulaly women and communities, and recognize ther centrd role in creating lasting
conditions for peace. Locd and regiond partnerships with civil society are vitd.  The
Commission can play a crucid role in generaing resources to put war-torn societies back
on track. Peacemaking and peacebuilding srategies should be proactive and address
poverty, hedth, education, gender inequdity and dl forms of discrimination as wel as
other causes of fear, in a comprehensdve manner.  The Peacebuilding Commission should
be well funded and participants caled aso for more resources for peacebuilding.

4. Participation of civil society

59.  Speskers emphasized that active participation of civil society at large a dl levels
— grasyoots, regiona and nationa — is crucid to preventing conflict and building pesce.
Meaningful participation by civil society requires adequate funding. It is critical to bring
in the voices of locd authoritiess, community-based organizations, women, youth,
indigenous peoples, ethnic minorities, persons with disabilities, and other groups with
specid interests or needs. Civil society organizations with regiona perspectives should
adso be included as a matter of course in decison-making. Emphedzing that pesce and
development cannot be imposed from the outsde, participants reaffirmed that NGOs and
civil society organizations are indispensable bridges to public opinion.



5. Therole of youth

60.  The role of youth in building peace a the locd leve had to be recognized and
built upon. Young people, often used “as cannon fodder” in conflict, can play a catdytic
role in the peaceful trandformation of society if they are included in peace negotiations
and peece building. It is dso crucid in Africa in particular, to address the high rates of
unemployment among the young and underteke concrete measures for job crestion.
More resources and policy attention must be devoted to ensuring that children, and
communities as a whole, benefit from Disarmament, Demoabilization and Reintegration

rocesses.
6. Gender equality and gender mainstreaming

61. Governments must recognize that women, despite being victims of war, have a
centra role in the politicd processes of peace negotiations and post-conflict
reconciligtion.  Women's organizations must be included a the pesce table and
strengthened through adequate funding. Attention was cdled to gender-based violence as
a tool of war and oppresson, before, during and after conflict.  Impunity for such
violence must be stopped.

7. Strengthening ingtitutions

62. Paticipants cdled on for drengthening inditutions a dl levels in order to more
effectively prevent conflict. Some speskers cdled for the credtion of an armed force to
protect workers in the field and for clear moddities of cooperation between the United
Nations and civil society. Participants urged Governments to tgp into and strengthen the
cgpacities of NGOs and civil society organizations, especidly a the locad leve, given
ther knowledge, access to the community and mediaion skills. Regiond
intergovernmental  organizations must engage activdly with civil society partners in
conflict prevention and peace building processes.

B. PEACEAND SECURITY
1. Human security

63. The key to preventing violent conflict lies in an approach that emphasizes human
security — i.e the security of the people — as much as State security.  Addressing
economic  insecurity, guaranteeing  the avalability and afordability of essentid
hedthcare, combating illiteracy and educationad deprivation are criticd to human
security.  Protecting women and children from violence and trafficking and ensuring the
safety of groups, such as refugees and indigenous peoples, are of the utmost importance.
Regarding indigenous peoples, community empowerment and  drengthening  thelr
organizations and leaders was adso important.  Whils States have the primary
respongbility to protect the most vulnerable groups, it should be recognized that they are
not the only actors, especidly at the loca leve. Civil society representetives are essentia
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to indilling popular confidence in date and local inditutions and thus to support a
trangtion to lasting pesce.

2. Nuclear weapons and disar mament

64. Severd gpeskers pointed to the devadtating human consequences of the
proliferation and misuse of smdl ams and light wegpons — which are in many places the
red “wegpons of mass dedruction”. While welcoming moves towards legdly binding
agreements in the areas of brokering, marking and tracing, Speskers cdled on the
internationa  community to support the cdl for an Arms Trade Treaty to clearly control
dl ams tranders in accordance with agreed standards of human rights and internaiond
humanitarian law. Arms trafficking must be internationaly controlled and sanctioned
and illict trade in ams must be crimindized. Arms exporting States had a respongbility
to ensure that their exports were not misused to undermine security.

3. Conflict, post conflict reconstruction and the private sector

65. NGO and civil society representatives cadled on the private sector to assume its
respongbility in the ams trade and in the exploitation of natura and minerd resources,
which often triggered conflict. Representatives of the privaie sector for ther pat sad
that the private sector could play an important role in post-conflict recongruction when
investments are most needed, but when businesses are most hesitant to invest. In those
dtuations, smdl and medium-sze invesments by locd entrepreneurs should be
supported.  To make this happen, collaborative multi-stakeholder efforts would be
needed. States would have to provide the necessary guarantees for private sector
engagement, securing, for example, immediate and sustainable investment to reconstruct
war-torn societies by creating jobs and generating smdl and medium enterprises.  The
United Nations must creste mechanisms for engaging with the private sector and
dlowing investment in post- conflict Situations.

4. Theuse of force and sanctions

66. Participants condemned the use of force to resolve conflict (in paticular
“preventive wars’) and cdled for a peaceful resolution of tensons. Governments must
use force only as a last resort and identify and agree on clear guiding rules and principles
on doing s0. Countries in conflict should recelve equa atention regardless of geographic
dtuation or economic interests of permanent members of the Security Council. There
adso was a cdl for targeted, rather than blanket sanctions, and for fair and transparent
procedures for agpplying and lifting sanctions, with clear recognition of their devastating
impact on thelives of civilians.
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V. Interactive sesson on “Freedom to livein dignity”
A. Key crosscutting themes

67. Paticipants in this sesson emphesized that human rights are binding obligations
on Governments, and are the foundation of peace, security and development. Human
rights must be eevated within the United Nations and given a prominent place in the
Outcome Document. The Document should affirm the equa importance of dl aivil,
politicd, economic, socid and culturd rights, and ensure meaningful implementation of
those rights. It should dso affirm the universdity of humaen rights, the vaue of culturd
diversty and the importance of tolerance. It should give much greater atention to
women's rights.  Participants stressed the need to acknowledge the essentid role of civil
society and NGOs in the human rights movement and assure ther meaningful
paticipaion in the new human rights mechaniams Participants supported  the
establishment of a Human Rights Coundil .

B. Treaty body system

68. The sysem of United Nations human rights treaty bodies should be strengthened
in a manner that enhances its effectiveness, rationdizes its procedures and preserves its
particular, specidized areas of expertise. Specia attention should be given to promoting
the implementation of the recommendations of the treaty bodies.

C. Equality, non-discrimination and special groups

69. The Highlevd Penay Meding of the Generd Assembly of September 2005
should highlight the importance of combating discrimination on the bass of race, color,
gender, language, religion, age, disability, sexud orientation ad other such grounds. It
should address the particular role and rights of children and youth. It should give explicit
atention to the human rights of minorities, indigenous peoples, Afro-Descendents, older
men and women, people with HIV/AIDS and others. It should cdl for the incluson of
their perspectives and for disaggregated data to identify the human rights needs and risks
they faced.

D. Human rights of women

70. Participants underlined that no red progress on the MDGs will be achieved
without improving the protection of women's rights. They therefore recommended that
the status of women's rights should be elevated and that increased resources be provided
for women- specific entities within the UN system.

71. Participants cdled for better efforts to confront, prosecute and punish violence
agang women, expand women's access and rights to land and inheritance, protect their
sexud and reproductive rights, counter the threat they face from HIV/AIDS and combat
human trafficking. A time-bound plan was proposed on how to ded with women's
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human rights and violence againg women. Women should be seen as actors, and not as
vidims.

E. Ruleof law

72.  The importance of countering unilaerdian and ending the many human rights
abuses being committed in the name of the so-cdled “war on terrorism” should be
recognized. Participants asked for stronger recognition of “the responshility to protect”,
as well as the broader application of that principle.  Combating impunity, supporting the
UN tribunds, cooperating with the Internationd Crimind Court and ratification of the
Rome Statute should be included as responghilities of al States. Participants dso cdled
for the adoption of a policy of nontuse of the veto in the Security Council in cases of war
crimes, crimes agang humanity, genocide and massve human rights violations The
responsibility to provide reparations and compensation to victims of massve human
rights violations should be recognized.

F. Democracy

73. Domedtic initiatives for the advancement of democracy should be supported. To
this end, the High-levd Plenary Meeting of the Generd Assembly of September 2005
should endorse the proposed Democracy Fund. The United Nations should not view
democracy as merely equivaent to dections, but recognize it as a domestic process that
cannot be imposad from outside.

G. Economic and social rights

74.  Poverty should be recognized as a humean rights violation. Better efforts should be
made to fight corruption, strengthen good governance, ensure the participatiion of the
poor in decison-making processes and avoid sacrificing human rights to market forces.
Participants recognized the important value of technicd cooperation, development
asgdance and human rights education and learning in advancing the redizaion of 4l
humen rights  They cdled for due atention to be given to economic and socid rights and
to the protection of the human rights of workers, including the freedom of association and
trade union rights. Participants noted that, while Governments remain the primary human
rights duty bearers, the private sector, including busnesses of dl szes must be
encouraged to embrace a human rights framework in its activities.

H. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

75. Paticipants underscored the important role of the Office of the High
Commissoner for Human Rights and the need for public information about its work.
They cdled for the Outcome Document to endorse the Plan of Action of the High
Commissoner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and include an explicit reference to the
doubling of the Office's regular budget resources within five years and an increase in its
voluntary funding. The New York Office of OHCHR should be sgnificantly expanded,
as should its field presences and its rapid response capacitiess OHCHR engagement with
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the Security Council should be made regular and systemeatic, and it should be included in
al rdevant Headquarters debates and discussions.

VI. Interactive sesson on “ Strengthening the United Nations’
A. Key cross-cutting themes

76.  Patidpants highlighted that an overarching objective of a drengthened United
Nations was to ensure human security, building on the interdependence of human rights,
development, peace and security. In this regard, participants agreed on the need for
principa organs of the United Nations, including the proposed Human Rights Council, to
have the capacity to respond to criticd Stuations that arise within their respective fidds
of competence. Civil society participation in these organs should be ensured through
effective mechanisms.

77. In the interest of trangparency, it was proposed that the United Nations create an
Ombusdman to oversee achievement of the MDGs and support community task forces to
monitor and report on the implementation of these goas a the loca levd.

B. General Assembly

78. There was broad agreement among paticipants that the High-levd Plenary
Mesting of the Generd Assembly of September 2005 should redffirm the centrdity of the
Generd Assembly as the most representative deliberative policy-making organ of the
UN. Cdls were made for the Generd Assembly to adopt the moddities of conference
preparatory committees (PrepComs), with the involvement of civil society to enhance the
effectiveness of policy making.

79. In the follow-up to the High-level Plenary Meeting of the Generad Assembly of
September 2005, such PrepCom moddities should be utilized for negotiations in four
important aress. (i) the Human Rights Coundil; (ii) the Peacebuilding Commisson; (iii) a
binding instrument regulating smdl ams, and (iv) the respongibility to protect.

80. Many participants were of the view that a strengthened UN required stronger and
deeper reaions with civil society at large.  Specific proposds included inditutiondizing
the Generd Assembly’s Hearings with civil sodiety and holding them on an annud bess,
as wel as ensuring civil society’s access to the sessons of the Assembly and other
organs.

C. Economic and Social Council

8l. A dgrengthened ECOSOC should act as the guardian of the UN’s development
agenda, and become a High-levd Development Cooperation Forum. This would require
that the Council move beyond mere coordination of development inditutions and ensure
effective policy coherence around UN norms and standards, including the outcomes of
the mgjor United Nations conferences and summits.



17

82. May paticipants cdled for the internationa financid inditutions (IFls) to be
brought into the framework of the UN policy didogue, so as to incresse ther
accountability in the context of development and attainment of the MDGs and hold them
to high dandards of good governance, economic management and human rights.
Participants caled for mandatory reporting by the IFls to ECOSOC, as well as for a
memorandum-of-understanding between the UN and the IFIs and WTO, which would
hold ensure policy coherence and accountability. To guide the process, an Executive
Committee with regiondly balanced composition should be created.

83. Paticipants urged that ECOSOC be given an enhanced role in identifying and
meeting the needs of populations in post-conflict Stuations and addressng issues of
human security. It was proposed that the Peacebuilding Commisson work closdy with
ECOSOC.

D. Security Council

84.  There was widespread agreement on the need to reform the Security Council so
that it become more democratic, accountable and transparent and more able to preserve
peace. Some participants urged ending permanent membership and redtricting or ending
the veto. Cdls were made for expanding eected membership and thus dlow broader
representation from low- and middle-income countries.

85. For many speskers, the improvement of the working methods of the Security
Council was the most crucidly needed reform. This included the development of a code
of conduct that would restrict the use of the veto in the case of genocide and more
frequent use of the “Arria Formuld® to enhance civil society participation in conflict
resolution and peace- building.

E. Human Rights Council

86. Many participants supported the edtablishment of a Human Rights Coundcil
(HRC). They emphasized that this body should be created as a principa organ of the
United Nations. It should be indusve in its membership and regiondly representetive.
It was proposed that the membership in the new HRC should be based on (i) dection by a
213 mgority of the Generd Assembly; (ii) ratification of internationd human rights
conventions and other human rights indruments and a solid record of their observance,
and (iii) acceptance by menbers of a periodic review of their human rights record. The
Council should have a universdly applied peer review mechanism that addresses the full
range of civil, palitical, economic, socid and culturd rightsin al countries

87. Speakers noted that the HRC must be equipped to rapidly respond to large-scae
human rights violaions and to ensure implementaion and follow-up to its
recommendations.  Its working methods should build upon the drengths of the United
Nations Commisson on Human Rights (CHR), induding effective NGO access and
participation, its specia procedures, rapporteurs and sub-commissons. The specid
procedures should be drengthened, their independence maintained and ther
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recommendations implemented.  Some paticipants emphasized that the new Coundl
should not undermine the vauable work of the Commisson on Human Rights. Other
proposals in this context included transferring existing working groups, established under
the CHR, to the new Council. It was also proposed that the HRC should have the ability
to det the Security Council in urgent dtudions, which would be facilitated by
edablishing an office in New York for sustaned communications with the Security
Council.

88. Participants agreed that the mandate, structure ard membership of the proposed
HRC will gill have to be eaborated on. Participants demanded an enhanced role for the
Gengrd Assmbly in following up on the decisons and recommendations of the new
HRC.

F. Secretariat reform

89. A key issue rased by participants was the need for reforms that preserved the
independence and integrity of the UN Secretariat. Cdls were made to incresse the
resources avalable to the Secretariat and to put in place messures for employment
security of Secretariat gaff.  Participants pointed to the gender imbaance in the UN
Secretariat and cdled for an increase in the percentage of women in hightlevel pods.
Cdls were ds0 made for the Secretariat to implement gender mainsreaming throughout
its work and upgrade the status and resources of women specific entities within the UN
system.



